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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Sheikh Hasina instructs AL leaders & workers to prevent destructive activities of communal
evil forces in Bangladesh - urges people to uphold the tradition of communal harmony at any
cost. (R. Today: 10)

AL GS says, communal attacks across the country are being fueled by BNP to destroy democracy.
Referring to incident of arson at Pirganj in Rangpur, he says, BNP is involved in such a
conspiracy to destroy communal harmony. (R. Today: 11)

Information & Broadcasting Minister says, BNP-Jamaat & fundamentalists groups carried out
attacks in Comilla - communal evil forces tried to create amarchy with an intention of making
govt. questionable. (R.Today: 11)

Home Minister says, several video & phone calls are heing reviewed to find out those involved at
Pirganj incident in Rangpur & some have already been identified. (R. Today: 12)

Govt. takes initiative to set up a support center for expatriate workers near the airport. This
support center will provide immediate necessary facilities to outbound expatriates & returning
workers, including temporary accommodations. (R. Tehran: 5)

Top BNP leader says, govt. had artificially created the incident in Comilla to divert people's
attention to cover up the failure in Corona & lack of treatment, failure to ensure security & the
limitless rise in commodity prices. (R. Tehran: 6)

Demonstrators block Shahbagh intersection in Dhaka to protest recent attacks on temples, puja
venues & homes of Hindu community across Bangladesh- demanded maximum punishment for
those involved in those attacks & protection of minorties.

(VOA: T)
DGHS informs, 10 more people died of COVID-19 yesterday bringing deaths to 21,178 —339 people
tested positive taking number of confirmed cases to 15,65,821. (R. Today: 12)

Global death toll from coronavirus crosses 4,920,512 & worldwide infected cases are 241,390,664
while 219,215,609 people recover from the disease. (R. Today: 12)
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BBC

CHINA DENIES TESTING RARE HYPERSONIC MISSILE

China has denied reports that it tested a nuclear-capable hypersonic missile earlier this year,
insisting instead that it was a routine spacecraft check. The initial report in the Financial
Times newspaper prompted concern in Washington, where US intelligence was reportedly
caught by surprise. Hypersonic missiles are much faster and more agile than normal ones,
meaning they are more difficult to intercept. It comes as concern grows around China's
nuclear capabilities. (BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 18.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)
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MYANMAR TO RELEASE 5,000 PRISONERS HELD OVER COUP

Myanmar's government has said it will free more than 5,000 prisoners jailed for protesting
against February's coup. Thousands of people were detained during bloody demonstrations
after military leaders seized power. The coup leader, Min Aung Hlaing, said the 5,636
prisoners would be released for humanitarian reasons. It comes days after the general was
excluded from an annual summit of regional leaders, who said the military had not done
enough to end the turmoil. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) agreed to
invite a non-political representative from Myanmar instead of Gen Min Aung Hlaing.

(BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 18.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

AT LEAST 26 KILLED IN INDIA FLOODS

At least 26 people have been killed in floods in southern India after heavy rains caused
rivers to overflow, cutting off towns and villages. Five children are among the dead. There
are fears the death toll could rise further as many people are missing. Several houses were
washed away and people became trapped in the district of Kottayam in Kerala state.
Kottayam and Idukki are two of the worst affected districts in the state. Days of heavy rainfall
has also caused deadly landslides. Swollen rivers have washed away bridges connecting
many small villages. (BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 18.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

AFGHAN GIRLS ARE 'LEFT IN DARKNESS' BY THE TALIBAN

It's been a month since the Taliban banned girls from secondary schools in most of
Afghanistan. It's the only country in the world to bar half its population from getting an
education. Women, except for those in the public health sector, have not been allowed to
return to work yet. The BBC's Yogita Limaye gained exclusive access to the former women's
affairs ministry in Kabul, now replaced by the feared Taliban vice and virtue ministry and
guestioned the group's spokesman on the future for women in Afghanistan.

(BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 18.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

EX-US SECRETARY OF STATE COLIN POWELL DIES AGED 84

Former US Secretary of State Colin Powell has died aged 84 of Covid-19 complications, his
family has announced. He was a former top military officer who rose to become the first
African-American secretary of state in 2001 under Republican George W Bush. Mr Powell
became a trusted military adviser to a number of leading US politicians. He also saw service
in Vietnam, an experience that later helped define his own military and political strategies.
(BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 18.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

CHINA'S GROWTH SLOWDOWN SUGGESTS RECOVERY IS LOSING STEAM

China's economy grew 4.9% in the July to September quarter from a year earlier, the
slowest pace in a year and worse than analysts had predicted. This was far slower from the
previous quarter when growth was almost 8%, suggesting the recovery is weakening. Power
shortages, outbreaks of Covid-19 and pressure from Beijing on a number of industries are
taking their toll. These developments may dampen growth for the rest of the year and should
not be underestimated, one expert said. (BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 18.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

SPANISH PM VOWS TO OUTLAW PROSTITUTION

Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez pledged on Sunday to criminalize prostitution in the
country. Speaking to supporters at the end of his Socialist Party's three-day congress in
Valencia, Mr Sanchez said that the practice enslaves women. Prostitution was
decriminalized in Spain in 1995 and in 2016 the UN estimated the country's sex industry was
worth $4.2bn. A 2009 survey found that up to one in three Spanish men had paid for sex.
(BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 18.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

UN TO CONDUCT AFGHANISTAN ANTI-POLIO CAMPAIGN

The UN has announced a nationwide polio immunisation campaign in Afghanistan for the
first time in many years. Children's agency Unicef said they had the full support of the
Taliban for the project due to begin in early November. The Taliban will also allow female
staff on the campaign and provide security to the teams, the agency said. In the past, the
militant group have opposed vaccination, falsely claiming it was a Western conspiracy to
sterilize Muslims. (BBC : 0600 hrs. 19.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)
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EGYPT TO BAR UNVACCINATED CIVIL SERVANTS FROM WORK

Egypt will bar unvaccinated public service workers from entering government buildings from
mid-next month. A cabinet notice on Monday said workers would have to be vaccinated for
take a weekly Covid test to be allowed into government buildings from 15 November. The
cabinet also allowed the opening up of bathrooms in mosques from Wednesday. The
bathrooms were closed in March last year as part of measures to contain the spread of
coronavirus. The government has also allocated a billion Egyptian pounds to address the
pandemic. (BBC : 0600 hrs. 19.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

AFRICA'S LAST HOLDOUT BURUNDI STARTS COVID VACCINATIONS

Burundi has started vaccinating people against coronavirus. It was one of the last countries
in the world not to be administering the jabs. The injections are being given on a voluntary
basis and take-up in the main city, Bijumbura, was relatively low, locals told the BBC Great
Lakes service. So far there has been no attempt by the government to urge people to come
forward. Last week, Burundi received 5,00,000 doses of the Sinopharm vaccine. WHO
figures show that some 19,550 cases have been confirmed in the East African nation with 14
deaths, although some Burundians are sceptical of the numbers.

(BBC : 0600 hrs. 19.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

TIGRAY REBEL ATTACK KILLS 30 CIVILIANS : GOVERNMENT.

Recent attacks by the Ethiopian rebel group, the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF),
have claimed the lives of at least 30 civilians, the government says. The conflict between the
TPLF, which the government regards as a terrorist organisation, and Ethiopian federal forces
is now nearly a year old. In its latest statement, the government says the TPLF targeted
areas in Amhara and Afar regional states, which both border Tigray, in unwarranted attacks
against innocent civilians. Whereas the government has been committed to a humanitarian
ceasefire it announced in June, the statement adds, the TPLF has continued fighting.

(BBC : 0600 hrs. 19.10.2021 Faruk & Nargis)

THE END



