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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus has said he expected the political parties to reach a consensus over
the ‘July Declaration’ by early February. (Jago FM: 22)

Chief Advisor’s Press Secretary Shafiqul Alam has said the possible date for next general election will
depend on the reports of reform process in February. (R. Today: 16)

The press secretary to the chief adviser Shafiqul Alam has said unless Awami League apologises for the
massacres, killings and blatant corruption, it will not be allowed to hold protests. (VOA: 09)

Many grassroots leaders and activists of Awami League have said they will not participate in any party
programs until the situation returns to normal though the party has called for a strike and blockade in
February. (BBC: 04)

Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury has said Bangladesh would bring up
past agreements with India signed during Awami League regime that were deemed unequal.

(R. Today: 14)
Ambassador Tracey Ann Jacobson, Chargé d'Affaires at the US Embassy in Dhaka, is hosting a series of
meetings with political party leaders. (VOA: 10)

ACC says a raid at the office address of the Shuchona Foundation, an organisation run by the daughter
of Sheikh Hasina has not turned up any proof of its existence. (Jago FM: 17)

Donald Trump's executive order to suspend US aid abroad is expected to have an impact on the
marginalized communities and small entrepreneurs in Bangladesh. (BBC: 03)

BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman has warned that if people lose trust in the party due to the
actions of any leader or activist, they will not be spared. (JTago FM: 18)

BNP Standing Committee member Salahuddin Ahmed has said a street protest might be necessary to
bring the interim govt back on the right track. (BBC: 06)

The Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) says the govt has failed to take significant steps to address
irreqularities such as extortion, hoarding, and irrational price-fixing of essential commodities.
(R. Today: 15)
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PLANE CRASH IN SOUTH SUDAN KILLS AT LEAST 20 PEOPLE

At least 20 people have been killed in a plane crash in the north of South Sudan, Unity
state's minister for information said. The aircraft came down near the olil fields in Unity state
about 10:30am shortly after taking off for the capital, Juba, on Wednesday. "The plane
crashed 500 metres from the airport... 21 people were on board. As for now, there's only one
survivor,” Gatwech Bipal Both told AFP news agency. The survivor, a South Sudanese
engineer working at the oil field, was taken to Bentiu State hospital, the minister said.
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(BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

RUSSIA TIGHT-LIPPED ON SYRIAN DEMAND OF AL-ASSAD FOR MILITARY BASES
Russia has declined to comment on reports that Syria has demanded the return of Bashar
al-Assad in return for allowing Moscow to maintain its military bases in the Middle Eastern
country. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov offered no response on Wednesday when
asked by reporters about the claim. A high-level Russian delegation was in Syria the
previous day for talks with the country's new de facto leader, Ahmed al-Sharaa. Al-Assad, a
key Russian ally in the Middle East, fled to Moscow in December after being ousted in a
lightning rebel offensive led by al-Sharaa. (BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

REBELS EDGING CLOSER TO TAKING KEY DR CONGO CITY

Rebels appear to be edging closer to taking control of the key city of Goma in the east of the
Democratic Republic of Congo following reports that they had captured its airport. The
Congolese government has insisted that it is still in charge as fighting in parts of the city
continues. Warehouses with food and medical supplies have been looted, aid agencies say.
The clashes between M23 rebels and the army and its allies have left hospitals
overwhelmed by casualties and bodies lying on the streets, according to the UN.

(BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

AUSTRALIAN FEARED DEAD IN CAPTIVITY IS STILL ALIVE: RUSSIA

The Australian government has been told by Moscow that one of its citizens in Russian
captivity is still alive. Oskar Jenkins, a 32-year-old teacher, was captured last year while
fighting for Ukraine. "The Australian government has received confirmation from Russia that
Oskar Jenkins is alive and in custody," Foreign Minister Penny Wong said in a statement on
Wednesday. Earlier,there were reports that Mr Jenkins had been killed while in captivity, with
the Australian government citing "grave concerns" for his welfare.

(BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

ISRAEL'S NETANYAHU INVITED TO MEET TRUMP AT WHITE HOUSE NEXT WEEK
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will meet US President Donald Trump at the
White House next week. Netanyahu's office said the visit would take place on 4 February
and that he was the first foreign leader to be invited to the White House during Trump's
second term. A White House official confirmed there would be a meeting early next week,
but said the date and time had yet to be finalized, according to the BBC's US partner CBS
News. Speaking to reporters on Monday, Trump said Netanyahu would be travelling to
Washington to meet him "very soon", without giving a specific date.

(BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK

UKRAINIAN DRONE STRIKE HITS SECOND RUSSIAN OIL REFINERY IN A WEEK
Ukraine says its forces successfully hit an oil refinery in the Russian town of Kstovo, around
800 kilometres from the front lines in eastern Ukraine. Four drones hit a Lukoli company
depot, Ukrainian media said, adding that the facility suffered significant damage. Videos
posted on social media showed large flames rising over an industrial facility. Regional
governor Gleb Nikitin said that drone debris had fallen over the industrial zone, and that no
casualties had been reported at the scene. The strike on Kstovo, Smolensk and Belgorod
were part of a larger overnight attack, in which Russia said it brought down more than 100
Ukrainian drones and which led the airports of St. Petersburg and Kazan to suspend
operations overnight. (BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

DANISH PM IN WHIRLWIND EU TRIP AS GREENLAND UNEASE GROWS

Denmark’'s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen visited three European capitals on Tuesday,
days after US President Donald Trump reiterated his interest in acquiring Greenland. Over
the space of a day, Frederiksen met with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin, French
President Emmanuel Macron in Paris and NATO leader Mark Rutte in Brussels. Although
the leaders were said to have discussed issues including Ukraine and hybrid Russian
attacks in the Baltic Sea, the Danish PM's whirlwind trip betrayed the nervousness felt in
Denmark over Trump's repeated comments. The Arctic island of Greenland is an
autonomous Danish dependent territory. (BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

DEADLY CROWD CRUSH AT INDIA'S MAHAKUMBH MELA

Several people have been killed with many more injured after a deadly crowd crush at the
world's largest religious gathering at the Mahakumbh Mela in northern India's Prayagraj city.
Yogi Adtyanath, chief minister of Uttar Pradesh, the state in which Prayagraj is located, said
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on Wednesday morning that the crush occurred after pilgrims rushed to participate in an
early morning bathing ritual, jumping over barricades aimed at controlling crowds during the
event. Near the river, pilgrim Renu Devi, 48, told the AFP news agency that they were sitting
near a barricade during the incident, and the "entire crowd fell on top of me, trampling me as
it moved forward". According to Adtyanath, by 8am local time on Wednesday, about 30
million people had taken a holy dip. (BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

NIGER, MALI AND BURKINA FASO OFFICIALLY QUIT ECOWAS

The military governments of Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso have withdrawn from the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The formal withdrawal was
announced by the Niger-based regional bloc in a statement on Wednesday. Amid a series of
coups, struggles with Muslim armed groups, and competition between Russia and the West
for influence in the region, ECOWAS has become a target for the three nations. The
culmination of a yearlong process, the trio's exit "has become effective today", ECOWAS
said. They first announced their intention to quit in January 2024 after the bloc demanded
the restoration of democratic rule in Niger following a military coup. In the statement, the bloc
said it tried to avert its unprecedented disintegration and stressed that it would "keep
ECOWAS doors open" in the spirit of "regional solidarity".

(BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)

PALESTINIANS KILLED AS ISRAELI ARMY EXPANDS DEADLY RAIDS IN W. BANK

At least two Palestinians have been killed by Israeli forces as they expanded their deadly
raids across the occupied West Bank. The Palestinian Health Ministry said that 25-year-old
Osama Abu al-Hija was killed late on Tuesday in Jenin "as a result of an Israeli air strike".
Wafa news agency reported that Ayman Fadi Qasim Naji, 23, was killed after being
wounded in the attack by Israeli forces in the suburb of Irtah. The report said Israeli forces
detained him late on Tuesday and later handed over his body to the Red Crescent.
Residents reported heavy gunfire as Israeli forces surrounded several houses in the area
and deployed reinforcements during the operation, adding that Naji was wounded in the
gunfire. (BBC Web Page: 29/01/25, FARUK)
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