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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina urges armed forces to play a leading role in building a developed
& prosperous Bangladesh by 2041 - adds, armed forces are constantly being modernized to cope
with the world standard. (R. Today: 13)

AL G§ says, BNP leaders are saying that it is govt. not law an obstacle for Khaleda Zia to go
abroad as they have no confidence in court & law. (R. ABC: 12)

The Information and Broadcasting Minister says, the govt. is making arrangements so that
Khaleda Zia gets maximum health care - adds, her treatment will be carried out as BNP wants.
(R. Today: 15)
The Foreign Minister says, no flight of Biman Bangladesh Hirlines operates in Africa - however,
boarding passes won’t be issued to those who will come from that country on any other airlines.
(R. Today: 13)
BNP G§ says, govt. needs to send Khaleda Zia abroad for its own sake because if she suffers any
loss, the countrymen won't spare the govt. (R. Tehran: 10, R. Today: 13)

Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samiti President says, he thinks after 24 years of signing
CHT treaty that he committed crime as he & his party are heing identified as terrorists now.
(R. Tehran: 10, R. Today: 15)
A Dhaka court awards death penalty to 13 people in a case of heating to death six students at
Amin Bazar in Savar 10 years ago - hesides, 19 people have heen given life imprisonment.
(BBC: 5, DW: 11, R. Today: 13)
Prime accused in Cumilla City Corporation councilor Mohammad Sohail & his associate Haripada
Saha murder case was killed in an alleged gunfight with police. (BBC: 4)

UN International Organization for Migration reports, Bangladesh ranks 6th in migrant-sending &
8th in remittance-receiving countries in the world. (VOR: 1)

DGHS informs, 3 more persons died of COVID-19 yesterday hringing death tolls to 21,986 - 261
people tested positive taking number of confirmed cases to 15,16,821. (R. Today: 14)
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BBC
SOUTH AFRICA NEW CASES DOUBLE IN 24 HOURS AS OMICRON SPREADS
Health officials say the new coronavirus variant Omicron has now become dominant in
South Africa and is driving a sharp increase in new infections. Some 8,500 new Covid
infections were registered in the latest daily figures. That is almost double the 4,300 cases
confirmed the previous day. By contrast, daily infections were averaging between 200 and
300 in mid-November, a top South African scientist told the BBC. Omicron has now been
detected in at least 24 countries around the world, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO). South Africa was the first country to detect the highly mutated new
variant. Its National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD) has said more than 70% of
all the virus genomes it sequenced last month have been of the new variant.
(BBC : 0600 hrs. 03.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)
INDIA REPORTS FIRST CASES OF NEW COVID VARIANT OMICRON
Two men in the southern Indian state of Karnataka have tested positive for the Omicron
coronavirus variant after returning from overseas. The men, who are 66 years and 46 years
old, are currently under observation, a government spokesperson said. These are the first
cases of the new Omicron variant to be reported in India. The World Health Organization
(WHO) has warned that Omicron poses a "high infection risk". Officials said all primary
contacts and secondary contacts of the two men have been traced and are being tested as
well. Six samples from people who tested positive for Covid-19 in the national capital Delhi,
and another six samples from the western state of Maharashtra, have all been sent for
genome sequencing to determine the variant. Officials are still awaiting results. Several other
cities and states are following suit. (BBC : 0600 hrs. 03.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)
MERKEL PICKS GERMAN PUNK SINGER HAGEN FOR LAST SERENADE
Angela Merkel will not leave office as chancellor of Germany until early next week, but on
Thursday evening a military ceremony will be held in her honour, and with her choice of
music. The ceremonial tattoo, or Grosser Zapfenstreich, is now a tradition for departing
political figures. And after her 16 years as leader, the ceremony comes with a marching
band and torchlight procession. But what has set German tongues wagging is the music she
has chosen. Mrs Merkel is a passionate music lover, but in her words "mostly classical
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music”, and she's a regular visitor to the Bayreuth Festival, which showcases the work of
composer Richard Wagner. So it has come of something of a surprise to find German punk
singer Nina Hagen as one of her three musical choices.

(BBC : 0600 hrs. 03.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)

MEGHAN WINS RULING IN MAIL ON SUNDAY PRIVACY FIGHT

The Duchess of Sussex has won the latest stage in her legal fight against the publisher of
the Mail on Sunday over a letter she sent to her father. The Court of Appeal rejected
Associated Newspapers' attempt to have a trial in the privacy and copyright case. Meghan
said it was a win "not just for me, but for anyone who has ever felt scared to stand up for
what's right". Associated Newspapers said it was disappointed and was considering a further
appeal to the Supreme Court. A judge had previously ruled in favour of Meghan after
extracts from the letter appeared in the paper. In a statement issued after the ruling, the
duchess urged people to be "brave enough to reshape a tabloid industry that... profits from
the lies and pain that they create". (BBC : 0600 hrs. 03.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)

LAVROV WARNS OF RETURN TO MILITARY CONFRONTATION NIGHTMARE

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has warned that Europe could be returning to what
he called the "nightmare of military confrontation”. At a European security conference in
Sweden, Mr Lavrov floated the idea of a new European security pact to try to stop Nato from
expanding further east. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned of "serious
consequences" if Russia sought conflict with Ukraine. The meeting comes as Russia boosts
its military near Ukraine's border. Ukraine says Russia has amassed more than 90,000
troops there. Moscow denies it is preparing an attack on Ukraine and accuses Kyiv of its
own military build-up. (BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 02.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)

CURIOUS LEOPARD ENTERS CLASSROOM IN INDIA

A leopard was captured in the northern Indian city of Aligarh after it entered a school and
attacked a student. The student, who suffered minor injuries, said he ran out of the
classroom when he saw the animal hiding there. The five-year-old leopard was eventually
tranquilised and captured after an 11-hour long effort. Officials said the leopard may have
strayed into the school from a patch of forest nearby.

(BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 02.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)

FACEBOOK UNCOVERS CHINESE NETWORK BEHIND FAKE EXPERT

Facebook owner Meta Platforms has removed more than 500 accounts linked to an online
disinformation network primarily based in China. The accounts had promoted the claims of a
fake Swiss biologist called "Wilson Edwards", who alleged the US was meddling in efforts to
find the origins of Covid-19. Edwards' comments had been widely carried by Chinese state
media outlets. However, the Swiss embassy said that it was unlikely this person existed.
Meta said in its report the social media campaign was "largely unsuccessful," and targeted
English-speaking audiences in the United States and Britain and Chinese-speaking
audiences in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Tibet.

(BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 02.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)

WTA ANNOUNCES IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION OF TOURNAMENTS IN CHINA

The Women's Tennis Association has announced the immediate suspension of all
tournaments in China amid concern for Chinese tennis player Peng Shuai. Peng, 35,
disappeared from public view for three weeks after accusing a top Chinese official of sexual
assault. WTA chief Steve Simon said he had "serious doubts" that Peng was "free, safe and
not subject to intimidation". “In good conscience, | don't see how | can ask our athletes to
compete there," he said. In response, China said it "opposes the politicisation of sports".
News of the WTA suspending tournaments in China has been removed from the internet in
the country, although the WTA's account on Chinese social media site Weibo is still
available. The WTA has repeatedly called for a full investigation into Peng's claims.

(BBC : 2200+2300 hrs. 02.12.2021 Sonia & Nargis)

:THE END::
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